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H The Journey by Night to Al-Masjid Al- 

’Aasd, and his Ascent to the Seven Heavens 
The Glorious Qur’an includes two references to Allah 
taking His slave Muhammad (bpbuh) for a journey by night 
from Al-Masjid Al-Haram at Makkah to Al-Masjid Al- Aq-ia 
in Jerusalem, in addition to one reference to the Prophot s 
ascension to the heavens, and what Allah (Glorified Be He) 
showed him of His Signs during this journey. Following are 

ITLGlonfieTfGnd Exalted) be He (Allah) [above all that 
(evil) they associate with Him] Who took His slave 
(Muhammad bpbuh) for a journey by night ixo ]f Al -^ asJ !.f 
Al-Haram (at Makkah) to Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa (in 
Jerusalem), the neighborhood whereof We have= blessec m 
order that We might show him (Muhammad bpbuh) of Oui 
’Avat (proofs, evidence, lessons, signs, etc.). 

17:60, And (remember) when We told you: Veiny. our 
Lord has encompassed mankind (i.e. they are in His Gtip)• 
And We made not the vision which we showed you (O 
Muhammad as an actual eye-witness and not as a dieam on 
'the night oUl- 'Isra ’ but a trial for mankind. 


1 It is mentioned bv some of the ’lslamic rehgious scholars that this wt 
be at the time when ‘Isa (Jcsus), son of Maryam (Mary) pbut, will 
descend on the earth, and he will not accept any other rel.gion cxcept 
’lslam - The True Relieion of Allah - ’lslamic Monotheism). 
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53:12. Will you then dispute with him (Muhammad bpbuh) 
about what he saw [diiring the Mi'raj: (Ascent of thc 
Prophet bpbuh to the scven heavens). 1 

13. And indeed he (Muhammad bpbuh) saw him [Jibril 
(Gabriel)] at a second descent (i.e. another time). 

14. Near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha (a lote-tree of the utmost 
boundary over the seventh heaven beyond which none can 
pass). j 

15. Near it is the Paradise of Abode. ^ 

16. When that covered the lote-tree which did cover it!‘ 

17. The sight (of Prophet Muhammad bpbuh) turned not 
aside (right or left), nor it transgressed beyond the limit 
(ordained for it). 

18. Indeed he (Muhammad bpbuh) did see of the Greatest 
Signs, of his Lord (Allah). 

The following Honorable rlgorously authenticated Hadilh 
points out the Prophets whom the Messenger (bpbuh) saw 
during his ascension to the heavens, as well as the ordaining 
of prayer for Muslims during this journey: 

Narrated Malik bin Sa‘sa‘ah (mAbpwh): 

The Prophet (bpbuh) said, "While I was at the house in a 
State midway between sleep and wakefulness, (an angel 
recognized me) as the man lying between two men. A 
golden tray full of wisdom and belief was brought to me and 
my body was cut open from the throat to the lower part of 
the abdomen 


1 Al-Mi'raj (i.e. Ascent of Prophet Muhammad bpbuh to the heavens 
with his body and soul. 

2 It is said that the Lot-Trec was covercd with the light of Allah along 
with the angels and also with different kinds of colors. (Please see 
Tafsir. Ibn Kathlr). 
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and then my abdomen was washed witli Zamzam vvater and 
(my heart was) filled witli wisdom and belief. AJ-Durciq, a 
white animal smaller than a mule and bigger tlian a donkey 
was brought to me and I set out with Jibril (Gabriel). When I 
reached the nearest heaven, Jibril said to the gate-keeper of 
the hepven, ‘Open the gate.’ The gate-keeper asked, ‘Who is 
it?' He said, ‘Jibril.’ The gate-keeper, said ‘Who is 
accoinpanying you?’ Jibril said, ‘Muhammad (bpbuh). I he 
gate-keeper said, ‘Has he been called?’ Jibril s.aid, ‘Yes . 
Then it was said, ‘He js welcome. What a wonderful visit 
his is!’ Then I met ’Adam and greeted him and he said, 
‘You are welcome, O son and a Prophet.’ Then we ascended 
to the second heaven. It was asked, 'Who is it?' Jibril said, 
‘Jibril.’ It was said, ‘Who is with you?’ He said, 
‘Muhammad (bpbuh)’. It was asked, ‘Has he been sent for?’ 
He said, ‘Yes.’ It was said, ‘He is welcome. What a 
wonderful visit his is.’ Then I met ‘Isa (Jesus) and Yahya 
(John) who said, ‘You are welcome, O brother and a 
Prophet.’ Then we ascended to the third heaven. It was 
asked, ‘Who is it?’ Jibril said, ‘Jibril.’ It was asked, ‘Who is 
with you?’ Jibril said, ‘Muhammad (bpbuh)’. It was asked, 
‘Has he been sent for?’ Jibril said, ‘Yes.’ It was said ‘He is 
welcome. What a wonderful visit his is!’ (The Prophet 
bpbuh added:). There I met Yusuf (Joseph) and greeted him, 
and he replied, ‘You are welcome, O brother and a Prophet!’ 
Then we ascended to the fourth heaven and again the same 
. questions and answers were exch^nged as in the previous 
S *.heavens. There I met ’ldris (Ehoch) and greeted him. He 
said, ‘You are welcome, O brother and a Prophet.’ Then we 
ascended to the fifth heaven and again the same questions 
and answers were exchanged as in the previous heavens. 
There I met and greeted Harun (Aaron) who said, ‘You are 
welcome, O brother and a Prophet.’ 
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Then we ascended to the sixth heaven and again the same 
auestions and answers were exchanged as in the previous 
heavens. There I met and greeted Musa (Moses) who said, 
‘You are welcome, O brother and a Prophet When I 
proceeded on, he started weeping and on being asked why hc 
was weeping, he said, ‘O Lord! followers of this youth who 
was sent after me will enter Paradise in greater number than 
m y followers.’ Then we ascended to the seventh heaven and 
again the same questions and answers were exchanged as m 
the previous heavens. There 1 met and greeted Abraham who 
said ‘You are welcome, .0 son and a Prophet. Pheni 1 a 
shown Al-Bayt Al-Ma‘mur (i.e. Allah’s House). I asked Jibul 
about it J he said, ‘This is Al-Bayt Al-Ma'mur where 
70 000 angel s perform prayers datly; and when they lea e 
they never retum to it (but always a fresh batch comes mto it 
daily).’ Then I was shown Sidrat-ul Muntaha (i.e. the iote- 
tree of the utmost boundary over the seventh heaven) and I 
saw its Nabq fruits which resembled the clay jugs of Hajar (a 
town in Arabia), and its leaves were like the eai ^ °^ ph ^ 
and four rivers originated at its root: two of them were 
apparent and two were hidden. I asked Jibril about those 
rivers and he said, ‘The two hidden rivers are in Paradise and 
the apparent ones are the Nile and the Euphra&>. fhen fifty 
prayers were enjoined on me. I descended tillI me^ 
\vho asked me, ‘What have you done? 1 said, Fifty pm>er 
have been enjoined on me.’ He said, ‘1 know the people bette 
than you, because I had the hardest experience to bring Bani 
’lsra’il to obedience. Your followers cannot put up with such 
obligation. So, retum to your Lord and request Him (to 
reduce the number of prayers).’ I returned and requested 
Allah (for reduction) and He made it forty. I returned and 
Tmet Musal and had a similar discussion, and then returned 
£to Allah for reduction and He made it thirty then 
twenty, then ten; and then I came to Musa! who repcated the 
same advice. Ultimately Allah reduced it to i ve. 
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When I came to Musa again, he said, ‘What have vou 
done?’ I said, ‘Allah has made it five only.’ He repeated the 
same advice but I said that 1 surrendered (to Allah’s Final 
Order)." Allah’s Messenger (bpbuh) was addressed by 
Allah, "I have decreed My Obligation and have rcduced the 
burden on My slaves, and I shall reward a single good deed 
as if it were ten good aeeds." 

(Sahih hl-Bukhdrt, Volume 4, Hadith Number 429, 
allernatively 3207) 
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